AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 2, 2009
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 2, 2009

SENATE BILL No. 458

Introduced by Senator Wolk
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Yamada)
(Coauthors: Senators DeSaulnier and Wiggins)

(Coauthor: Assembly Member Torlakson)

February 26, 2009

An act to add Division 22.3 (commencing with Section 32300) to
the Public Resources Code, relating to-the-censervaneies conservancies.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 458, as amended, Wolk. Conservancies: Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta Conservancy.

Existing law authorizes various conservancies to acquire, manage,
direct the management of, and conserve public lands in the state.

This bill would establish the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
Conservancy to-undertake—various—activities—relatedto-theDelta—as
defined.—ineluding—supperting support efforts that advance both
environmental protection and the economic well-being of Delta
residents, and-ceeperating to cooperate with other Delta governance
entities. The bill would prescribe the management, powers, and duties

of the conservancy. MW%H&F&&G—EH@—S&&F&H%‘H%@—S&H%&&Q&H
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The Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,
River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006, an initiative statute
approved by the voters at the November 7, 2006, statewide general
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election, among other things, makes certain bond funds available to
the Department of Fish and Game, in consultation with the Department
of Water Resources for Bay-Delta and coastal fishery restoration
projects, for the development of a natural community conservation plan
for the CALFED Bay-Delta Program, and for coastal salmon and
steelhead fishery restoration projects.

This bill would require the conservancy be funded with those bond
funds, upon appropriation by the Legislature.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Division 22.3 (commencing with Section 32300)
is added to the Public Resources Code, to read:

1
2
3
4 DIVISION 22.3. SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA
5 CONSERVANCY
6
7
8

CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

9 32300. This division shall be known, and may be cited, as the
10 Sacramento-San Jogquin De_Ita Conservancy Act.

11 32391—‘Fhe—hegr&la&we—fmds—aﬁd—dee}afes—&l+ef—the4el+e\Mﬁg—
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CHAPTER 2. DEFINITIONS

32310. For the purposes of this division, the following terms
have the following meanings:

(a) “Board” means the governing board of the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta Conservancy.
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(b) “Conservancy” means the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
Conservancy.

(c) “Delta” means the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta as defined
in Section 12220 of the Water Code.

() “Fund” reans—the-San-Joaguin-Dekta-Censervancy—Fund

CHAPTER 3. SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA CONSERVANCY

32320. There is in the Natural Resources Agency the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy, which is created as
a state agency to work in collaboration and cooperation with local
governments and interested parties.

32322. The conservancy shall support efforts that advance both
environmental protection and the economic well-being of Delta

residents in a complementary manner—ineluding—al—ef—the
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CHAPTER 4. GOVERNING BOARD

32330. The board shall consist of 11 voting members and four

nonvoting members, appointed-er-designhated-as—foHews: by the

Governor and confirmed by the Senate. A member shall serve for
a term of four years.

{a)JFhejl—l—veﬂﬂg—meﬁmer—ef—the—beaFd—shﬁFeeﬂsis{—Me#
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32342

32332. The board shall determine the qualifications of, and
shall appoint, an executive officer of the conservancy, who shall
be exempt from civil service. The board shall employ other staff
as necessary to execute the powers and functions provided for in
this division.

3|234’4| i Fhe bearefay eAter o eentln aets ‘“"Hl' p'l"’ate entities

32346-

32334: The conservancy’s expenses for support and
administration may be paid from the conservancy’s operating
budget and any other funding sources available to the conservancy.

A  chall it b . I %
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39350 The t skl holdi I : i o
Delta:

CHAPTER 5. PowEeRrs, DUTIES, AND LIMITATIONS

32360. The conservancy’s jurisdiction is limited to the-delta
Delta.
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32362. (a) This division shall be implemented only upon
appropriation by the Legislature of funds from subdivision (a) of
Section 75050, for the purposes of this division.

(b) The board shall not appoint an executive officer, employ
any other staff, execute any contract, or incur any other cost or
obligation, until the Legislature appropriates money for these
purposes.

32376~

32366. Within two years of hiring an executive director, the
board shall create and adopt a strategic plan to achieve the goals
of the conservancy. The plan shall describe its interaction with
local, regional, state, and federal land use, recreation, water and
flood management, and habitat conservation and protection efforts
within and adjacent to the Delta. The plan shall establish priorities
and criteria for projects and programs, based upon an assessment
of program requirements, institutional capabilities, and funding
needs throughout the Delta. The plan shall be consistent with the
Resource Management Plan developed by the Delta Protection
Commission and the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan.

32378—(a)—The-conservaney—may—expend—funds—and—award
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